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DIRECTORS' NOTES

Artistic Directors: Ian O'Connor and Noah Payeur
Welcome to the Derry Opera House and welcome to the Londonderry High School Drama Club
production of Once Upon a Mattress!

Fairytales often promise that "happily ever after” arrives neatly and predictably. Once Upon a
Mattress allows our students to take the simplicity of happily ever after and analyze the nuances
of life through the lens of castle walls and moats.

In this musical, the familiar story of The Princess and the Pea becomes a celebration of the
unconventional—a reminder that authenticity, courage, and a little joyful chaos can upend even
the most rigid expectations.

When we sat down to choose our show for this year, we wanted to choose something for our
students that would take them outside of their comfort zones. Mamma Mia and Footloose! have
one thing in common: music that transcends generations. Once Upon a Mattress has a beautiful
score written by the daughter of famed musical theater composer Richard Rogers. Mary Rogers
takes a classical story and propels it with wit and absurdity.

At its heart, this show asks a simple question: Who gets to decide what makes someone worthy?
Queen Aggravain clings to rules and tests, convinced that control will keep her world safe.
Princess Winnifred, by contrast, barrels into the kingdom with honesty, humor, and a refusal to
shrink herself to fit anyone’s idea of “delicate.” The clash between these two forces is loud, funny,
and delightfully absurd. It also reflects something real for our students.

As you watch Winnifred crash through expectations and rewrite the rules, I hope you are
reminded that worthiness isn’t measured by perfection, but instead by heart. Thank you for joining
us, and please remember: A princess is a delicate thing.

Co-Artistic Directors,

Ian O’Connor Noah Payeur

Producing Director: Ryan Barrett
Welcome to the Derry Opera House for our second show of the season, Once Upon a Mattress. I
would be remiss if I did not take a moment to thank a few people who, without their help, this
production would not be possible: Jimmy McClure, Tommy Tremonte, Sam Bailey, Patrick
Pettengill, Brianna Spratt, Danielle Barrett, and Amber Ekroth for their help in building and
painting the set. It takes a lot of hours to get the set fully built, and without them we would have an
empty stage.

In addtion, I would also like to thank Patrick Pattengill and the Derry Opera House Staff again for
their continued support of our program and helping us get all things tech organized. Without them,
our stage season here at the Opera House would not be possible.

Also, please join us for Spring Theater Night which is taking place on May 27th, 2026, at 7:00 PM
here at the Derry Opera House! Ticket information will be on our website (lancerdramaclub.org) in
April!

Thank you for your continued support, and enjoy the show!

- Ryan Barrett (Producing and Administrative Director)



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This year's production would not be possible without the support of the

following groups and people. We thank them for their support!

• The Londonderry High School and Londonderry School District Office Administrative Teams

• The Londonderry High School Custodial Team

• The Londonderry High School Faculty and Staff

• The Londonderry Middle School Drama Club

• The Greater Derry Arts Council and Derry Opera House Staff

• Stephanie Murray, Sara Awad, Julia Porter, and Amanda Smith for their help with our outstanding
costumes.

• Jimmy McClure, Tommy Tremonte, Sam Bailey, Brianna Spratt, Danielle Barrett, and Amber Ekroth
for their countless hours of volunteering to help build our set

• The familes of our student cast and crew. Without your support, we would not be here today.

• Our Audience! Thank you for your continued support. Without you, we would not be able to
continue to provide our programs to our community.

Welcome to The Derry Opera House

We welcome you to the historic Derry Opera House! For your safety and for the enjoyment of all,
please take the time to review the following:

• Please make note of the exits at the rear of the house where you came in and at the front of the
house on your right. In the event of an emergency, please leave the building quickly and calmly. If
you require assistance in exiting, emergency personnel will assist you upon their arrival. Parent
chaperones and Londonderry High School Drama Club staff have been instructed to lead all of the
performers outside in the event of an emergency.

• Smoking is not allowed on the premises.

• Parking is strictly prohibited behind the Derry Opera House, as well as the lots to the right of the
theater. If you have parked there, you are at risk of being towed. Please take the time now to move
your vehicle to public parking located on Maple Street, Broadway, and directly behind The Derry
Municipal Center on Manning Street.

• Restrooms are located on the first floor across from the elevator. If you must leave your seat during
the show, kindly wait until a scene change.

• As a courtesy to our performers and our audience, please turn off your cell phones or any item that
might detract from the show.



Overture The Royal Court Band

Prologue - Many Moons Ago Minstrel

Opening for a Princess Dauntless, Larken, Ladies, and Knights

In A Little While Harry & Larken

In A Little While - Reprise Harry & Larken

Shy Winnifred, Knights, Dauntless, Queen,
and Ladies

Fanfare The Royal Court Band

The Minstrel, The Jester And I Minstrel, Jester, and King

Sensitivity Queen & Wizard

The Swamps of Home Winnifred, Ladies, and Dauntless

Fight - Fight Harry & Larken

Spanish Panic The Royal Court Band

Tents The Royal Court Band

Normandy Minstrel, Larken, and Jester

Spanish Panic No. 2 The Royal Court Band

Song of Love Dauntless & Winnifred

Entr'acte The Royal Court Band

Opening - Act II Company

Happily Ever After Winnifred

Man To Man Talk Dauntless & King

Very Soft Shoes Jester

Three O'Clock In The Morning The Royal Court Band

Yesterday I Loved You Harry & Larken

Finale Company

Bows The Royal Court Band

SONGS

Act I

Act II



Cast Members
Princess Winnifred Alaina Anthony

Prince Dauntless Carter Blanco

Sir Harry Peyton Scanlan

Lady Larken Elisa Thomas

King Sextimus the Silent Jeremy Loschiavo

Queen Aggravain Kelsey Sweet

Minstrel Jacob Birch

Jester Evelyn Murray

Wizard Lillian McKinney

Princess No. 12 Meryl Mason

Sir Luce Lily Tessier

Sir Studley Cameron Hodnett

Lady Beatrice Avalynne Smith

1st Knight Ava Christian

2nd Knight Brianna Federico

3rd Knight Emelia Porter

Lady Mabelle Melissa Holt

Lady Rowena Daphne Awad

Lady Merrill Camille Castillo Alvarado

Lady Lucille Abigail Dela Cruz

Ensemble Leighann Cassidy

Ensemble Arianna Ladue

Ensemble Grace Scanlon

Production / Creative
Artistic Director Ian O'Connor

Artistic Director Noah Payeur

Music Director Danielle Loschiavo

Choreographer Alicia Sovas

Pit Director Devin Dibernardo

CAST



Production / Creative (continued)
Producing Director Ryan Barrett

The Royal Court Band
Keys 1 Jason Coburn

Keys 2 Danielle Loschiavo

Bass Thomas Machnik

Percussion Michael Crowley

Piccolo & Flute 1 Madison Shimko

Flute 2 Isabella Starns

Oboe Madelyn Murray

Clarinet Kai Spaulding

Bass Clarinet William Taylor

French Horn Finnegan Seckla

Trumpet 1 Matthew Mussen

Trumpet 2 Jack Collins

Trombone Matthew Parisi

CAST



Crew Members
Sound Engineer Patrick Pettengill

Lighting Engineer Ryan Barrett

Lighting Board Operator Amber Ekroth

Playbill Headshot Ryan Barrett & Amber Ekroth

Head House Manager Ryan Barrett

House Manager Mary Marcella

House Manager Brianna Spratt

Box Office Coordinator Ryan Barrett & Danielle Barrett

Costume Design Stephanie Murray

Costume Assistants Sara Awad, Julia Porter, & Amanda Smith

Set Design Sam Bailey & Reya Rivera

Set Construction Sam Bailey, Jimmy McClure, & Tommy Tremonte

Set Painting Leads Danielle Barrett & Brianna Spratt

Stage Manager Emma McClure

Stage Crew Norabelle Berlien

Stage Crew Rozlin Cabana

Stage Crew Abbigail Cook

Stage Crew Alicia Marini

Stage Crew Isabella Starns

CREW

A Message From Concord Theatricals

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL
RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS
IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION
OF THE AUTHOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT

LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists


WHO'S WHO

Alaina Anthony as Princess Winnifred

Lainey is a junior at Londonderry High School! She has been doing
theater since she was eight years old, and has been involved in LHS
Drama Club throughout high school. Last year she played Wendy Jo
in Footloose!, after being a featured dancer in their production of
Mamma Mia. Princess Winnifred has become her favorite character
she’s ever played, and she is grateful to her directors for the
opportunity. Enjoy!

Carter Blanco as Prince Dauntless

Carter Blanco is a rising sophomore who loves to sing, hang out with
friends, and play the piano. Along with this, Carter is the Vice
President of his class and takes part in a variety of community theater
companies. Carter has been having a blast working with this cast and
crew to bring Once Upon a Mattress to life, and he is so excited for
you to see the show!

Peyton Scanlan as Sir Harry

Meet Peyton, an amazing student and growing performer at
Londonderry High School. This is his third show, and he's really
excited you all get to see him perform. He was in Footloose! last year,
where he played Lyle. He was also in a production with the Majestic
Theater, Sweeney Todd, where he was part of the ensemble. He
hopes to one day become an actor and singer. ENJOY THE SHOW!!!

Elisa Thomas as Lady Larken

Elisa is a sophomore at LHS and this is her second year in the LHS
Drama Club. Recent theater companies she has performed with are
Ovation, Majestic Theater, and Kids Coop. When not on stage, Elisa
assists with the LMS Drama Club and spends time with friends. Elisa
is so excited to perform and hopes you enjoy the show!

Jeremy Loschiavo as King Sextimus the Silent

Jeremy is a 9th grader at LHS, and this is his first time in the cast. He
has previously been in Alice in Wonderland Jr. and The Little Mermaid
Jr. He has also been a part of the stage crew for My Fair Lady,
Mamma Mia, and Footloose!. Jeremy is thrilled that you have come to
support the show today, and he hopes you enjoy it! He would like to
thank his parents and friends for always supporting him.



WHO'S WHO

Kelsey Sweet as Queen Aggravain

Kelsey Sweet has been performing on stage for the past twelve years
in local community and NE regional theater productions. This is her
first at LHS. Some past favorite roles: Ariel Moore (Footloose!), Beth
March (Little Women), Reno Sweeney (Anything Goes), and Belle
(Beauty and the Beast). Favorite theater moments include sharing the
stage at OGTP with Sally Struthers (Annie) and Max Clayton (SITR).
Enjoy the show!

Jacob Birch as Minstrel

Jake is very excited to be performing in his fourth and final musical
with LHS Drama. He has loved every minute of his time here, and
would like to thank everyone for making the last four years so special.
He thanks everyone for coming, and to the cast: break all the legs!

Evelyn Murray as Jester

Evelyn is so excited to perform in her first LHS Drama show as the
Jester! Evelyn has been doing theater for four years and has done
shows with all sorts of companies including Windham Actor’s Guild,
Rise Theatre Group, and Ovation Theater Company. Some of her
biggest roles include Matilda in Matilda (Windham Actor’s Guild) and
Abilene/Sara Ruth in Edward Tulane (Rise Theatre Group).

Lillian McKinney as Wizard

Lily is thrilled to be a part of the cast of Once Upon a Mattress. This is
her third year as a member of the Lancer Drama Club. You might have
seen her as Bickle in Footloose! or an ensemble member in Mamma
Mia! Lily had so much fun in this role full of magic and tricks, and she
hopes the audience has double that fun while watching this crazy,
hilarious musical! Enjoy the show!

Meryl Mason as Princess No. 12

Meryl is a junior and this is her third year in the drama club. Last year
she played the role of Vi Moore in Footloose!, and she can't wait for
you to see this year's production. While not on stage, Meryl can be
found playing various instruments or creating art. She has enjoyed the
process of putting this show together, and creating so many memories
with her friends. She hopes you enjoy the show!



WHO'S WHO

Lily Tessier as Sir Luce

Lily is thrilled to be performing for you all as Sir Luce in Once Upon a
Mattress! Lily is a junior at LHS and has been in the musical all three
years of high school. She loves to perform both with her peers and
outside of school in community theater. Lily has loved working with her
friends and the passionate team and crew. She hopes you enjoy the
show!

Cameron Hodnett as Sir Studley

Cam is a junior at LHS and a member of Tri-M. This is his second
show; his first being Footloose! He has a strong passion for his pets,
and his goal for his future is to get a Masters in Aviation Maintenance
Science at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. He would like to
thank his family and his girlfriend for all of their overwhelming support!

Avalynne Smith as Lady Beatrice

This is Ava’s first year in Londonderry High School’s drama club, and
she is very excited. Her favorite role was the Queen of Hearts in
Londonderry Middle School’s Alice in Wonderland. Ava wants to thank
her parents and friends for always supporting her, as well as her
directors for helping her to become so much better. She hopes that
you enjoy the show!

Ava Christian as 1st Knight

Ava is so excited to be in her second production with the Londonderry
High School drama club. She has been doing theater for around three
years. She’s so lucky to be a part of such a wonderful cast! She hopes
you enjoy the show!

Brianna Federico as 2nd Knight

Hi, audience member!! Bri is a theater nerd and you may have seen
her most recently in Ovation’s Spamalot or KCT’s Hadestown, the
latter of which she performed at the New Hampshire Theater Awards.
She loves animals and enjoys cuddling her two happy dogs, the one-
eyed Labrador, Nyla, and the lovable Chihuahua, Remy. She wants to
thank her awesome parents and equally awesome boyfriend for their
support!



WHO'S WHO

Emelia Porter as 3rd Knight

This is Emelia. She has done shows like this one for the past four
years. Emelia is currently in her freshman year at LHS and is now
participating in her first year of the LHS Drama Club. She is very
excited to perform and hopes you all enjoy the show!

Melissa Holt as Lady Mabelle

Melissa is a senior at Londonderry High School. She has been a
member of the Drama Club since her freshman year. She is so excited
to be performing in her senior year, and hopes you all enjoy the show!

Daphne Awad as Lady Rowena

Daphne is very excited to play Lady Rowena in Londonderry High
School's production of Once Upon a Mattress. This is her first show at
LHS, and she is a freshman this year. She loves to perform and has
been in quite a few shows. Her most notable roles are Count Ipolitov
in Windham Actors Guild's production of Anastasia, and the March
Hare in Londonderry Middle School's Alice in Wonderland.

Camille Castillo Alvarado as Lady Merrill

Meet Camille! Camille is a freshman at Londonderry High School who
really enjoys theater. She only just started in the 8th grade with Alice
in Wonderland, but she thinks that she has found something she really
loves. When she’s not at drama rehearsal, you’ll find her at voice
lessons or just hanging out with her family at home.

Abigail Dela Cruz as Lady Lucille

Abigail Dela Cruz is a freshman at Londonderry High School and is
happily returning for her third year in drama. She is excited to play
Lady Lucille and loves the joy, friendships, and memories that
performing on stage continues to bring her.



WHO'S WHO

Leighann Cassidy as Ensemble

Leighann just joined the LHS theater program and has little
experience; her first show in 7th grade was when a new interest
formed, in addition to her other musical interests. From there, a small
role in theater companies got her to where she is now: a part of LHS
drama. She is excited for the show and can't wait for the future.

Arianna Ladue as Ensemble

Meet Arianna. This is Arianna's first year doing a stage performance.
Prior to this she did two years of stage crew in middle school. The two
shows she did stage crew for were The Little Mermaid and Alice in
Wonderland. Arianna is really excited to make her stage debut. She
hopes you enjoy the show.

Grace Scanlon as Ensemble

Grace welcomes you to LHS's production of Once Upon a Mattress.
Grace has been dancing for almost thirteen years of her life and has
been in many Musical Theater Medleys at Melissa Hoffman Dance
Company. She was also in Footloose! last year and had a lot of fun.
Enjoy the show!

Ian O'Connor Artistic Director

Ian is a math teacher at Londonderry High School and is very excited
and grateful to be returning as Drama Club advisor and Co-Artistic
Director for Once Upon a Mattress. He also served as Co-Artistic
Director last year for Footloose!, was an assistant director and ran
lights for Mamma Mia in 2024, and assisted with acting and accents in
2023’s production of My Fair Lady. He is a graduate of the American
Musical & Dramatic Academy in NYC and spent many years on stage
and behind the scenes with lots of regional Massachusetts theaters.
Ian is exceedingly proud of all the students and staff who work so hard
to put on an amazing show for you!



WHO'S WHO

Noah Payeur Artistic Director

Noah is so excited to be back in Londonderry and working with these
wonderful students in the drama club on Once Upon a Mattress! Noah
received his B.A. in both Dramaturgy and U.S. History from Clark
University in 2023. While there, he was involved in Clark University
musical theater where he portrayed his favorite role, Bobby, in
Company. He is currently working toward receiving his M.Ed. from
Southern New Hampshire University to teach drama and history. Noah
would like to thank his parents, sister Emma, and girlfriend Savannah
for their support. Break legs, kiddos! Always remember: “Keep moving
on. Anything you do, let it come from you”. – Stephen Sondheim

Danielle Loschiavo Music Director

Danielle Loschiavo is a music educator, vocalist, pianist, and
conductor. She has served as the vocal director for the Londonderry
High School Drama Club from 2003-2011 and from 2014-present. She
is in her twenty-fifth year as the Choir Director at Londonderry High
School. Danielle holds a Bachelor of Music degree in K-12 Music
Education with a vocal specialization from Keene State College and a
Master of Education degree in Educational Administration from Rivier
College. Favorite vocal directing credits include West Side Story, Aida,
Legally Blonde, Shrek, Addams Family, and Mamma Mia; in addition,
vocal and music direction of My Fair Lady and Footloose!.

Devin Dibernardo Pit Director

Mr. DiBernardo is excited to be bringing students back into the pit for
Once Upon a Mattress! He has years of experience working in musical
theater on the stage and in the pit underneath, having directed bands
for Little Shop of Horrors, 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,
and many more. In addition to directing, he frequently performs in the
pit himself, with highlights including Into the Woods, Beauty and the
Beast, Elf, and Frozen, and enjoys the chaos of trying to keep
everyone on the same page… (roughly).



WHO'S WHO

Alicia Sovas Choreographer

Alicia Sovas is a decrepit former dancer who is so excited to work with
your children. She currently teaches English at Londonderry High
School and holds a degree from Cornell University. In a past life, she
was a dancer, teacher, choreographer, and company member.
Favorite experiences include A Chorus Line with Laurie Gamache and
Dana Moore; My Fair Lady with Sarah Pfisterer and Crandall Diehl;
and Once Upon a Mattress with these adorable knuckleheads. Much
love to Sam, James, and Clara for, well, everything. (Pictured: Alicia in
a 1994 production of Once Upon a Mattress)

Ryan Barrett Producing Director

Meet Ryan! Ryan has been a part of the Derry Opera House family for
the past twelve years and the Londonderry High School Drama Club
family for ten years. Ryan is super excited to be at the Derry Opera
House again this season as the Program Director and at Londonderry
High School Drama Club as the Producing Director. Ryan has worked
with several local performing groups during his time at the Derry
Opera House and the surounding communities. These companies
include but are not limited to... Kids Coop Theatre, The Voice Studio,
and many more. When Ryan is not at The Derry Opera House he can
be found at Londonderry High School or Londonderry District Office
where he is the Information Technology Specialist.



CREW WHO'S WHO

Emma McClure Stage Manager

Izzie has been with the LHS drama club for four years as a crew
member and is currently a senior! She hopes you enjoy the show
while the crew is backstage making magic happen.

Norabelle Berlien Stage Crew

Norabelle is a junior and this is her third year in stage crew! Outside of
theater, she plays multiple instruments and enjoys spending time with
family and friends. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Rozlin Cabana Stage Crew

Meet Rozlin! Rozlin is a junior here at Londonderry High School. She
hopes that you enjoy the show!

Abbigail Cook Stage Crew

Meet Abbigail! This is her first year on crew and she has had so much
fun being a part of this production! This experience was extremely
rewarding. Usually found on the field playing lacrosse, Abbigail found
crew exciting and so enjoyable!

Alicia Marini Stage Crew

This is Alicia’s fourth year as a theater crew member. She was part of
stage crew for the plays during her sixth- through eighth-grade years,
and is doing crew as a freshman this year. Getting to work on the sets
and be a part of the team behind the stage is Alicia’s favorite part of
crew.



CREW WHO'S WHO

Isabella Starns Stage Crew

Bella Starns, an aspiring artist and musician, is grateful to be a
member of the pit band and part of the crew behind the scenes
painting. Invited by her friends in the cast, Bella joined the drama club
to participate in the high school productions. With three years of crew
experience and four years of concert band, she plans to continue
drama, music, and the arts throughout high school.

Amber Ekroth Lighting Board Operator

Meet Amber! Amber is in her third season here at the Derry Opera
House. Amber is a member of the Derry Opera House Theatre
Support Team. She grew up dancing at New Hampshire School of
Ballet in Hooksett and continued to dance collegiately for the SNHU
Dance Team. While at SNHU she earned a degree in psychology.
Amber’s hobby outside of dancing is photography. You can find her
taking photos around southern NH! In addition, Amber is a graduate of
Londonderry High School (Class of 2017).

Brianna Spratt House Manager

Meet Brianna! Brianna is in her second season here at the Derry
Opera House on our Theatre Support Team. In addition, she is a
volunteer with the Londonderry High School Drama Club. She comes
to us with experience from the Palace Youth Theatre Program where
she was an actor in their summer camp programs. She also was
highly involved in Manchester Central High School's Drama Club
where she did Stage Management and Theatre Tech. When she is not
working her day job, she can be found helping out at the Derry Opera
House as well as reading, crocheting, and spending time with friends
and family (and all of their pets). She hopes you enjoy the show, and
to the kids: Break a Leg!



CREW WHO'S WHO

Mary Marcella House Manager

Meet Mary! Mary is in her second season here at the Derry Opera
House. Mary is a member of the Derry Opera House Theatre Support
Team and assists with several productions all season long. In addition
to the Derry Opera House, Mary has been involved in the Londonderry
High School Drama Club Program for six years. She has been working
in stage tech all throughout her middle school, high school, and now
leading into her college years. Mary is attending Lesley University to
pursue a career in animation. The shows at LHS that Mary has been a
part of are Freaky Friday, My Fair Lady, Mamma Mia, and Footloose!.
Mary is also a graduate of Londonderry High School (Class of 2024.)



APPLAUSE NOTES

• Jake - go get it buddy. Love Aunt Jenn

• Jake - I am so very proud of you and love getting to watch you do what
you love and be amazing at it. Break all the legs!!

• Break a leg, Jake. We love you and wish you the very best, today and
always. Love, MomMom and PopPop

• Jake - the future is bright and I know you’ll be successful. Always and
forever your biggest fan. Love, Mom

• Jake - it’s been incredible to watch your love of theater develop over the
years. We love you, are so proud of you, and know the best is yet to come.
Break a leg! Love, Mom and Dad

• Lainey, we are grateful to have watched you sing and dance through the
last eight years of drama. We are proud of the work you do, the energy
you bring, and the love you share, both up on the stage and in life. Love,
Mom, Dad, and Joe

• Carter, your passion and dedication to your craft consistently shines in
every performance. We can't wait to see you light up the stage as
Dauntless! We love you!! Love, Mom & Dad

• Brianna - We are so very proud of your hard work and dedication to your
role in the Show!! You are such a talented and beautiful young lady and
we love you very much! Love Mom, Dad, and Cam Xoxo
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